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We publish on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
of the month.
Deadline for content is the SUNDAY BE-
FORE.
We REALLY APPRECIATE the content you have 
been sending. We would ask that you try your best 
to get it to us by the deadline - Earlier is MUCH ap-
preciated.
Please send your content in digital form to our email: 
content@rollinghillsnews.net.  We would appreci-
ate:
• Content pictures sent as an attachment
• Text can either be in the body of the email or as an 
attachment.
• Text in Microsoft Word or similar format. 
• Include contact information to resolve any issues
Questions? Contact: Steve or Dusty Turner: 
(712)764-3441(home)  (510)205-8840 (Steve’s cell)

The beliefs and opinions of submitted conte nt should not be con-
strued as reflecting the beliefs or positions of Rolling Hills News.

The mystery of:
“The Hiding Elk Horns” 
In the June 23 paper
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Barb’s table

There 
are two
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The Community

4216 Main St., Elk Horn, IA 51531 and 110 W. Washington St., Exira, IA 50076
Check out our website for more details     www.waynehansen.com

List your farm where the action is! • Homes • Acreages  • Farms  • Real Estate Auctions  • Crop Insurance
Wayne Hansen, Broker
Cell: 712-249-1785
Office: 712-764-7653
38 Years Experience

Abby Rasmussen, Broker Associate
Cell: 712-249-1311
Email: abbysellshomes@gmail.com
10 Years Experience

Kathi Kilworth, Salesperson
Cell: 712-249-5233
Email: kk1965@metc.net
22 Years Experience

Real Estate

We would love to list your home, acreage, or farm! Give us a call today!WE NEED NEW FARM LISTINGS

ACREAGES:
LIST YOUR ACREAGE WITH US!

• 1925 Littlefield Dr., Exira ................... SALE PENDING
• 2756 190th St, Audubon ......................NEW - $350,000
• 1350 280th St., Exira ................. REDUCED $275,000
• 529 Umbrella Rd., Walnut ......................................... SOLD
• 63373 Pella Road, Atlantic ................. SALE PENDING

HOMES:
AUDUBON:

• 415 S. Division St. ........... NEW - SALE PENDING
• 502 Tracy St. .................... NEW - SALE PENDING
• 504 2nd Ave. .......................................NEW - $79,000
• 308 1st Ave. ..................................... NEW - $215,000

EXIRA:
• 102 E. Washington St. .............................................SOLD
• 510 E. Washington St .............. ACCEPTED OFFER
• Viking Addition Lots  .................... 4 LOTS REMAIN
• 206 N. Fairview St.  ........................ SALE PENDING

ELK HORN
• 4304 Main St. .................................. NEW - $195,000
• 2026 Elm St.  ................................... NEW - $119,000
• 2113 Park St.  ....... PRICE REDUCED - $249,000
• 4411 Main St................................... SALE PENDING
• 2021 Elm St. ................................... SALE PENDING

HARLAN
• 1620 Farnam St... ............................ SALE PENDING

IRWIN
• 512 Harmon St.. ......PRICE REDUCED $129,000

2026 Elm St. Elk Horn, - $119,000
Original Craftsman home, charming covered front 
porch. Full of character with original woodwork and 
wood doors. Main floor laundry/mudroom with a large 
closet for all of your storage needs. Large kitchen, lots of 
cabinets, large eat-in dining area. New walk in shower in 
the main floor bathroom. 18x34 garage is large enough 
to store your vehicles as well as any other outside storage 
needs. Close to the school and all Elk Horn has to offer! 
Stove and dishwasher will stay with the property. Call 
Kathi at 712-249-5233 to view this property!

 515 Westside Dr. Exira
Immaculate, traditional style home on a 1 acre lot on the 
edge of Exira.This well-built and cared for 2002 home 
boasts over 4000 SF of finished space and offers over 2000 
SF of basement ready for you to finish off as you’d like 
or just to use as storage. The sleek exterior just received 
a makeover: new roof, gutters, soffit, fascia, paint, front 
door and porch railings! A majority of the interior has 
also been recently repainted and has newer LVP flooring 
and carpet. About a year ago the master bath got a new 
walk-in Onyx shower with glass doors, double-sink vanity 
top, flooring, and fixtures on the jacuzzi soaking tub. The 
kitchen has also seen recent changes - including beautiful 
white marbled quartz countertops, gas cook-top on the is-
land, the Hickory cabinets were painted a warm white with 
new silver pulls and a s/s double-oven. The great room has 
vaulted ceilings and updated surround on the gas fireplace. 
Walk-in closets in 3 of the 4 bedrooms provide ample space 
and the bonus room above the garage has endless oppor-
tunities. The imposing yard has mature trees, shrubs and 
landscaping that adorn the wrap around, charming front 
porch. Please call Abby today for additional details and to 
schedule a showing at 712-249-1311.

ACCEPTED OFFER

 NEW  NEW 

For Crop Insurance done right. 
Call Wayne today. 

Farmers Mutual Hail.
One of the only American owned 

Crop Insurance Companies. 

I just replaced the air freshener can in 
the church bathroom with an air-horn...

Now, we just sit and wait...

Why don’t they put more
 money in the ATMs !! 
This is the fifth ATM I’ve 
been to in the last week that
 had “insufficient funds” !!

I thought it was my DRYER that was   
 making my clothes shrink..
        Turns out it’s the refrigerator... 
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Scratches From the Rusty Quill 
 By Wava Petersen
     How many readers remember the Atlantic North-
ern Railroad?  My early childhood memories include 
seeing that train only once as it emerged through the 
cut south of Elk Horn.  Headed for church, we came 
over the hill just as that magnificent monster blew its 
warning whistle and crossed the road in front of us.  
I was not yet four at the time, my brother was a year 
older.  We both were speechless with awe. 
     Early in the 20th century area residents recognized the need for rail service 
between Atlantic, Elk Horn and Kimballton.  By November, 1906 interest was 
reaching a fever pitch.  By the end of December a corporation was formed and 
the first legal meeting of the board of directors took place January 7, 1907.  
Stock was sold locally at $100 per share but additional funds were needed and 
a tax was voted on property in Clay Twp. in Shelby County and Sharon Twp. in 
Audubon County.  In order for these taxes to be validated the railroad had to be 
completed and the engine and cars be within the Kimballton city limits by mid-
night December 31st, 1907.  
     Constructing the Atlantic-Northern or “Aunt Norrie” as she was nicknamed, 
was no small project.  Many cuts and fills between the rolling hills needed to be 
made.  Equipment was quite primitive; mules were used to pull the dump wag-
on.  Money to pay the bills was an ever-present problem and a national panic 
beginning in October that year added to the money woes.  It took quite a bit of 
ingenuity, a lot of hurrying and scurrying plus a good measure of what was called 
“tall hustling” but somehow they managed to keep one step ahead of the wolf at 
the door.
     A steam powered locomotive was purchased and laying of the standard 
gauge track began November 5, 1907.  It must have required supreme manpow-
er coupled with massive willpower but Aunt Norrie reached Elk Horn on Christ-
mas Day, 1907.  The town was jubilant and the train crew and workmen were 
fed a Christmas feast in honor of the first Iron Horse’s arrival in Elk Horn.  But 
there was work to be done and the crew went right back to their task, working 
feverishly to reach Kimballton before January 1, 1908.  As the deadline neared 
it became obvious the goal could not be achieved as they were still on the south 
side of Indian Creek.  But the city fathers were not ready to give up.  At a hurried-
ly called town meeting, city officials came up with a brilliant, yet simple solution:  
They voted to extend the Kimballton city limits south over the river to meet the 
railroad and that is where the city limits still remain. “Aunt Norrie” roared into 
Kimballton right on time and was greeted New Year’s Day with a celebration 
and festivities equal to those of the previous week in Elk Horn.  Eventually the 
rails bridged the creek and ended with the train turning on a Y at the end of the 
rail line.  To cut costs an improvised trolley was used once a day to carry mail, 
transport passengers and pick up students along the way who attended Elk 
Horn High School.  It was described in the EH-K Review as a converted Model T 
engine in a wooden box.  Four additional stops were made between Atlantic and 
Elk Horn including Gates and Hansen Heights in Oakfield Twp.  
     The late Howard Hansen, born and raised on and eventually farming Hansen 

Heights recalled the days when his homeplace was a well-
known loading station for local livestock.  Hogs were brought 
in wagons; cattle were driven in.  The train cars were parked 
on a hill, braked with posts in front of the wheels, then allowed 
to roll ahead when full so the next car could be loaded. A car-
load of cattle once had an unscheduled ride when the braking 
post broke.  Car and cattle rolled 2 &1/2 miles to Gates before 
coming to a stop.  Howard rode the trolley to high school dai-
ly and fondly remembered one morning as they rounded the 
curve coming into Elk Horn.  A mother hen with a flock of newly 
hatched chicks was on the track between the rails. Though the 
engineer kept blowing the train whistle the chicks couldn’t get 

over the rail.  The engineer stopped the trolley, got out and lifted the chicks off 
the track, then proceeded into town. 
     The EH Class of 1922 skipped school one fine day and rode the trolley to 
Atlantic and back.  There were sharper inclines on the way back and the 6-mem-
ber class had to get out and push a few times to get their chariot over the crest 
of the steeper hills.  Anna Larsen recalled a shopping trip with a girlfriend to 
Atlantic via the train.  Their future husbands raced the speeding train in Harvey’s 
roadster, outrunning the puffing steam engine and honking the horn loudly as 
they waited for the train to pass by each crossing.  (I wonder, was the horn a 
loud ah-OOG-uh or a Beep-Beep?)  Foul weather caused occasional problems 
as rain propelled by a stiff wind whipped tall grasses and weeds across the rails 
causing the trolley to act like a car without chains in the mud.
     These were just minor problems as compared to the major one facing railroad 
investors in the near future.  As roads improved, trucking began to replace rails 
as a means of conveyance.  Livestock could be shipped directly from farm to 
market, merchandise could be delivered to the door of local businesses.  The 
death sentence for Aunt Norrie took effect slowly but surely and the last train 
pulled out of Elk Horn January 6, 1936.  But the railroad had served the local 
communities well for 27 years, a boon to both farmers and businessmen. It 
brought an era of growth to the towns of Kimballton and Elk Horn and lasting 
memories to those who experienced seeing the Iron Horse, hearing the puffing 
steam engine, the lonesome whistle and the clickety-clack as Aunt Norrie rum-
bled out of town and waltzed down the railroad tracks. 
    For a more complete story of the Atlantic-Northern Railroad see pages 116 
- 121 in the Elk Horn History and Section II - pages 21 & 22 in the Kimballton 
History.       
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Its only Science
What is a theory? It is when someone or a group of people believe they have dis-
covered how, or why something works. The next step is to determine what would 
happen in various scenarios. Then they work to determine what, if anything, could 
cause those same results. And what they determine is applied to every scenario 
studied.
The reason for this method is to rule out other causes that might produce same 
results. If something does produce the same effect in one instance but not in the 
others, it can be ruled out as the overall cause. This is where the theory of atmo-
spheric carbon causing global warming was back in the 1950’s.
Throughout the next six decades that is exactly what the scientific community was 
doing. They were checking every predicted event in regard to the theory. And time 
after time, the theory proved to be correct. The scientists even expanded their ar-
eas of investigation as they learned more about the results of their studies. And the 
results continued to be as expected.
This is the 2020,s and global warming is no longer a theoretical proposition. It is 
a proven fact that as we add more carbon pollution to the atmosphere the global 
temperatures rise. It is time to stop looking at those who speak of this topic in the 
manner of “Where did you leave your tin foil hat”!
This is the one thing that will affect every living thing on the planet. Anything else 
brought up as a diversion should be dismissed. Next article we will talk about what 
we (as individuals) and governments should be concentrating on combatting this 
before it cannot be stopped.
                             by Bob Mortenson  8-2-2022

YES, THERE IS GOOD NEWS!
The good news today is that I get to, once again, contemplate and for-
mulate a lesson of importance from the word of God.  As I see it, we left 
off talking about the Kingdom of God.  I mentioned, in that article, that 
the first time the word ‘kingdom’ is used in the gospel accounts, it is spo-
ken by John the Baptist “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
John understood the commission he was given.  He was to prepare the 
way for the Son of God.  
     John the Baptist and Jesus were relatives, perhaps second cousins; 
for the scripture tells us that John’s mother, Elizabeth and Jesus’ mother, 
Mary were relatives (Luke 1:36) When John was asked by the authorities 
who he was, he replied to them with the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
“A voice of one calling; in the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for Him.”  When Jesus came to John to be baptized, 
John pointed to Him and said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world.” (John 1:29)
     The Son of God, born of a virgin, also spoke of the kingdom. The first 
time we find this word on Jesus lips, He says this, “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand.”   The same words that were spoken by John.  
And so, yes, the message of the kingdom is quite important.  In fact, 
twice Mathew tells us that “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing 
every sickness and disease among the people.” (Matt. 4:23 and 9:35)
     What did the people in Jesus day know about this kingdom?  Well, 
they were waiting, even longing, for a redeemer who was a descendent 
of King David, He would reign over them.  They were under the control 
of the Roman Government and were not truly free citizens.  They had 
been taught from the words of Isaiah and understood the prophecy of 
a coming kingdom; “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end.  He will reign on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this.” 
     Throughout the book of Isaiah there are many references to this 
kingdom to come but the people in Jesus day couldn’t see beyond the 
physical aspects of such a kingdom.
     Toward the end of our previous article I asked several questions: How 
much do you know about the Kingdom of God?  What will it look like?  
Does it exist today?  And if it does where is it?  And now that we have 
caught ourselves up on this subject, maybe we might look at some an-
swers to this topic that was on Jesus lips some 100 times!!
           Jesus Himself said it was the “good news of the kingdom”.
Bill Rollins    8-9-2022

DORIS JONES, OWNER
ABSOLUTE ONLINE COIN AUCTION

This will be an outstanding ONLINE ONLY coin auction with 
135 lots. There will be several high quality coins, Morgan 
silver dollars, mint sets, along with several silver pieces.  

There are several lots that will come complete with a wood 
case and certificate of authenticity. This auction has some-

thing for everyone to add to their collection. This auction will 
open for bidding on August 19th and close on August 29th. 

The Online link to view and place your bids can be 
found on www.osbornauction.hibid.com. 

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY: OSBORN AUCTION, LLC 
Mitch Osborn, 712-579-4824 • Walnut/Harlan, IA    

www.osbornauction.com
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Making a bird’s nest and eggs

You put your right foot in...
You put your right foot out...
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Summer Programming at the Elk Horn Public Library

Butterflies emerging from their cocoon

Alissa.. 
Is this a real fish that he is painting ...???? !!!!!

An upcoming famous artist with a plan 
to travel and paint the country-side

You can eat this butterfly
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In honor of Good Samaritan Society’s 100 years celebration, Salem Lutheran 
Homes decided to say “THANK YOU” to our community for supporting Salem 
Lutheran Homes all these years. Salem has been managed by Good Samari-
tan for a number of years now. The event was held on Sunday, August 7 at the 
city park. A free lunch of pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad, chips and drinks 
was served from 11:00am-3:00pm. People of all ages enjoyed bounce houses, 
face painting, a duck pond and playing corn hole toss. Several residents came 
out to be a part of the fun, too. There was a free-will donation of school supplies 
which resulted in several full totes of supplies as well as monetary donations 
which will go directly to the EHK Elementary School and daycare. Thank you 
to our community members for your constant support throughout the years, we 
are beyond blessed to be member of the Elk Horn community.  
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WHO ARE THE PATRIOTS?
WHERE DO WE FIND THEM?

by Bob Mortenson
A patriot is someone who loves their country despite its flaws. 
Someone who strives to uphold the qualities that makes their coun-
try special. And a person that makes the effort to work toward the 
improvement of their nation. 
A patriot keeps abreast of the issues that impact our society. Lis-
tens to what the political candidates proclaim to stand for in order to 
make an intelligent choice at the ballot box. Patriots always make 
the time to vote in elections. They realize that making that informed 
vote is paramount to being a patriot. They vote in all elections, Fed-
eral, State, County, School Board and local.
A patriot will always speak out against those who would corrupt 
the values of our great nation to their own usage. They believe 
that the founders created our constitution to the best of their ability 
at that point in time. And that the intent to guide us toward a more 
perfect union is apparent in its words. But one must realize that 
they could not see the future and the changes that it would bring. 
That is why there have been many amendments to the original 
document. The right to vote given only to white landowners in the 
original document. Now citizens, of age, have the right to cast their 
ballots unless a felony conviction has legally suspended that right. 
A patriot  does not consider voting to be their right but considers it 
their obligation.
A patriot realizes that the reason our country has been so success-
ful is because of the amalgam of nationalities that have made up 
our population. I say amalgam because it connotates a mixture of 
in which the individual parts all contribute to the whole. This is why 
you can be patriotic yet still embrace the customs and culture of 
your former nationality.
A Patriot understands that every citizen should understand the true 
story of our nation. For it is when we know where we have mis-
stepped in the past, that we can avoid repeating those actions.
And the Patriot knows that their must be the separation of church 
and state. Each of our religions should serve as our personal guid-
ance in how we live our lives. But we can not expect everyone to 
share our religious beliefs. There should never be laws enacted to 
codify any religion’s ideals. Freedom to follow our religious beliefs 
and being respectful of other’s beliefs has been one of the most 
important foundation blocks of our Nation.
And may your supreme deity bless these United States!

 

 
 In this issue of the Rolling Hills paper, the spotlight is on one of our 
communities current Military Service members. 
 Leslie, daughter of Terry and Tonia Coniglia, graduated from EEHK in 
2019. Like many young graduates, Leslie wasn’t certain what she wanted to 
do following graduation. College or finding a job locally didn’t appeal to her. 
A relative who was an active service member, pointed out the benefits of 
joining the Military; travel, experiencing other people and cultures, and free 
continuing education while being paid! 
 Joining the Air Force, Leslie took her Basic Training at Joint Base 
San Antonio at Lackland, Texas. Her first deployment was at Guam. Covid 
“hit” about that time- travel anywhere off Base was limited. However she en-
joyed the Island and her job in Personal a lot. The Island being so different 
from land locked Iowa, and serving with people from different walks of life. 
 After serving two years in Guam, she is now at Air Base, Kunsan, 
South Korea. She has opted for further service and is strongly considering 
making a career in the military. Then after 20 years she would be able to re-
tire with full benefits at the age of 39. Thinking past that, she hope to obtain 
a Masters Degree in social work and working with children. 
 Leslie, the Legion and our communities are proud of you. We wish 
you the very best as you serve our Country! Thank you for your service!

Leslie with mother Tonia

Air Force Senior Airman E-4
Leslie Coniglia
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Classmates attending left to right:
Richard Sorensen,  Darrell Nelson,
Becky (Hansen) Eskov, Steve Heuton,
Martha Hansen, Dan Nissen, 
Jo (Hansen) Christofferson, Lanny Olsen,
Alan Gregersen, Nets (Roenfeld) Sander,
Lynn Juelsgaard, John Jave, 
Janet (Paulsen) Petty

Elk Horn Kimballton class of 1967 55th class reunion, was held
 August 6,2022 at Classmates Steve Heuton’s in Kimballton.

WHEN?
Friday August 26th, 8 am to 5 pm and Saturday August 27th, 8 am to 1 pm
WHERE?
Barb Smith’s, 2019 Tivoli St, Elk Horn 
WHAT?
Selling homemade goodies including: 3 kinds of salsa- regular, peach and mango/peach/
pineapple; spaghetti sauce, pizza sauce, bread & butter pickles, 2 kinds of relish, a dozen 
varieties of jams and jellies.  Will also be some home decor items and very gently used baby 
boy/toddler clothes.  Watch Facebook on the Elk Horn-Kimballton Area Swap page 
for pictures closer to the date of sale. 

Another SUCCESSFUL Monday Night Potluck

August 1 brought us another Good food and Christian fellowship 
Potluck at Elk Horn Lutheran Church basement.
It was a great success, and ALWAYS room for more.
We would like you to join us and bring a friend. All are welcome. 
See you there, Chad Juelsgaard 

“Kindness is a language which the deaf can 
  hear and the blind can see.” 
― Mark Twain 

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an 
important meeting and couldn’t find a parking place. Looking up to heaven 
he said, ‘Lord take pity on me. If you find me a parking place I will go to 
Mass every Sunday for the rest of me life and give up me Irish Whiskey!’ 
Miraculously, a parking place appeared. 

Paddy looked up again and said, ‘Never mind, I found one.’
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Many thanks to all who supported the Elk Horn 
Lutheran Church ice cream social by bringing pies, 
bars, and coming to enjoy the day.
Special thanks to all those wonderful helpers… you 
know who you are. We cannot thank you enough!
And thank you to the Elk Horn Fire Department for 
lending us your tables.
Our goal is to purchase round tables for the fellow-
ship hall. We have a long way to go, but it’s a start.

Will OUR feet
look like that !!??
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Gordon Rodney Esbeck
December 8, 1928 ~ July 15, 2022
 (age 93)

Gordon Rodney Esbeck, DVM, 93, of 
Tipton, took his step into eternity on Fri-
day, July 15, 2022 while under the care 
of Prairie Hills Assisted Living. Memo-
rial services will be held on Monday, 
July 25, 2022 at 10:30 am in the First United Methodist Church in Tipton 
with Pastors Jay Amundson and Kerri Sandusky, officiating. Burial with 
military honors will follow in the Tipton Masonic Cemetery. Visitation will 
be held on Sunday, July 24th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at Fry Funeral Home, 
Tipton. A memorial fund has been established for the United Method-
ist Church in Tipton and the Museum of Danish America in Elk Horn, 
Iowa. Online condolences may be shared at www.fryfuneralhome.com. 
     Gordon was born on December 8, 1928 in rural Elk Horn, Iowa. 
He was the son of John William and Sena Hansen Esbeck. Gordon 
graduated from Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
and served his country in the United States Army during the Korean 
War as a First Lieutenant. Gordon was united in marriage to Mary Lou 
Armstrong September 9, 1951 in Ames, Iowa. Together they raised four 
sons; Craig, William, John and Paul. Mary Lou died of cancer on Sep-
tember 24, 1992. Gordon was then united in marriage to Janice Hall 
and together Gordon and Jan continued to make their home in Tipton.  
     Gordon served his communities in many ways. He served as Presi-
dent of SEMCO School Board, member of the Gilman City Council, Pres-
ident of the Gilman Lions Club, leader of Cub and Boy Scout Troops, 
Organizer of the Gilman Flying Club, member of the Tipton Community 
School Board, served as Mayor of Tipton, President of the Tipton Rotary 
Club, President of FAMSCO, a humanitarian subsidiary of Rotary District 
6000; Director of Citizens Bank, President of Eastern Iowa Veterinary 
Medicine Association, Member ISU Alumni Association, board member, 
Danish Immigrant Museum, Director of Tipton Economic and Develop-
ment Corporation, Member of Iowa State University Order of the Knoll, 
board member of the Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity and member of 
the American Legion, Post 4098. Gordon was proud to be a full-blooded 
Dane and a veterinarian. He loved to fly airplanes and early in his life he 
earned his private pilot’s license and never lost the love of flying. He was 
an adventurer and was fortunate to have travelled to many countries. 
He also loved working with wood and was an accomplished woodworker 
and carpenter. 

     Gordon is survived by his wife, Janice Esbeck; his sons, Craig Es-
beck, Willianm (Teresa) Esbeck and John (Mary Ann) Esbeck; grand-
children, Alecia Esbeck, April Esbeck, Erica Fitzgerald, Dane Es-
beck, Mary Esbeck, Willy Okola, Edward Esbeck and Derrick Esbeck 
and six great grandchildren: Jackson, Maryam, Keegan Martin; Alexa 
and Hallie Fitzgerald, and Brennan Esbeck. Jan and Gordon host-
ed three exchange students; Siren Tonnesen from Norway, Kasper 
Esbech and Lasse Esbech from Denmark, and Willie Okola lived 
with them for five years while attending Iowa School for the Deaf.  
     Gordon was preceded in death by his parents, wife (Mary Lou), sib-
lings; Ramona, Leland, Marjorie, Howard, Donald and Sally, and son, 
Paul Esbeck.
Services were held July 24, 2022 T Fry Funeral Home, Tipton IA.

Obituary

Pumper Tales from DC
 “Agriculture was the first occupation of man, and 
as it embraces the whole earth, it is the founda-
tion of all other industries.”
-  E.W. Stewart.

Husband:    “For the last 30 years, all you’ve 
done is find mistakes in anything I say”....
       Wife:  “31 Years”
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An Obituary printed in the London Times......
            Sent in by Doug Palmer

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who 
has been with us for many years.
      No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were 
long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having 
cultivated such valuable lessons as:
- Knowing when to come in out of the rain;  
- Why the early bird gets the worm;  
- Life isn’t always fair;  
- And maybe it was my fault
     Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend 
more than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are 
in charge).
     His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but over-
bearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged 
with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from 
school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimand-
ing an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
      Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing 
the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly 
children.
      It declined even further when schools were required to get parental 
consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could not 
inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an 
abortion.
      Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became business-
es; and criminals received better treatment than their victims.
      Common Sense took a beating when you couldn’t defend yourself 
from a burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for as-
sault.
      Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed 
to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot . She spilled a little in her 
lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.
     Common Sense was preceded in death,  
-by his parents, Truth and Trust, 
-by his wife, Discretion, 
-by his daughter, Responsibility, 
-and by his son, Reason.
      He is survived by his 5 stepchildren;  
- I Know My Rights  
- I Want It Now  
- Someone Else Is To Blame  
- I’m A Victim 
- Pay me for Doing Nothing

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone

 
Man kills himself Before Shooting Wife and Daughter
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says  
         really? Ya think?  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  
            Now that’s taking things a bit far!  
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  
              What a guy!  
---------------------------------------------------------------  
Miners Refuse to Work after Death  
No-good-for-nothing’ lazy so-and-so’s!  
------------------------------------------------------  
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant  
See if that works any better than a fair trial!  
----------------------------------------------------------  
War Dims Hope for Peace  
I can see where it might have that effect!  
----------------------------------------------------------------  
If Strike Isn’t Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile  
Ya think? 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------  
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  
Who would have thought!  
----------------------------------------------------------------  
Enfield (London) Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide  
They may be on to something!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  
You mean there’s something stronger than duct tape?  
----------------------------------------------------------  
New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group  
Weren’t they fat enough?!  
-----------------------------------------------  
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half  
Chainsaw Massacre all over again!  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors  
Boy, are they tall!
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And the winner is...  
Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead 

ACTUAL Headlines..
Time to hire a few proof-readers
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My wife and I visited Elk 
Horn and surrounding 
ares from june 10ft to 
june 20th and we had a 
fantastic experience.
 My mother told me 
that my grandfather 
was happy when a let-
ter came from Iowa, his 
two brothers Hans and 
Theodor Jensen immigrated to Iowa in 1901 and 1908. Un-
fortunately, the letters have gone to. She also said that anoth-
er Jensen, Christian from the same small town of Måle had 
emigrated somewhat earlier, but she did not know if it was 
family. This Christian turned out to be Christian Johnson, the 
first Dane in Elk Horn. We are not related,but my great- great- 
grandfather and Christian went to school together and were 
confirmed in the same church. The church is in the small town 
of Viby. Just one and a half miles from Måle, and in between is 
the school. The sc hool was closed in 1969, I was actually the 
last generation to go there for 7 years.
We stayed with Lynn and Trudy Juelsgaard, they were fan-
tastic, they made sure that we got in touch with as many nice 
people as we met in the town, in the church, at the fire station, 
both in Elk Horn and Kimbalton, and the farmers we visited, 
Smith,Jacobsen, Petersen og Hemmingsen, a special thanks 
to Wava for her greeting in the Elk Horn book.Thank you for 
the gift from Copenhagen Friday and Old Danish Workshop. 
A thank you to The Generality Center (Amanda) for the great 
help in finding information about Hans and Theodor.
A big big thank you to Lynn and Trudy for driving with us and 
showing us your lovely area and finding Hans and Gytta´s 
grave.
As mentioned, I got a lot of information about Hans and Theo-
dor, Hans and Gytta lived first in Shelby County, then in Audu-
bon County with a detour to Texas.
Theodor and Marie lived in Hancock County, Hardin county 
and Howard county.and perhaps buried in Butte, California.
If there are relatives reading this, I would very much like to be 
contacted by email; kastelsgaarden proboscisA mail.dk     
 Sincerely,  Poul Michaelsen                                                                                                  

Poul and Kirsten Michaelsen having Aebelskiver 
breakfast at County View Bed and Breakfast, Elk Horn

Wava Petersen, Poul Michaelsen, Frank Hemmingsen, Poul’s 
wife Kirsten, visiting Wava and Frank searching for family history.

Country View BnB
4314 Union St, Elk Horn, IA

712-249-1790
     All the comforts of home at our Bed and Breakfast. Enjoy the relaxing 
view of the countryside and beautiful sunsets from our private patio.
     The entire lower level is for our guests use during their stay. This in-
cludes a private entrance, large fully furnished family room area with big 
screen TV and fireplace, 2 private bedrooms, and daybed in family room, 
private bath, and kitchen with appliances for your use.
     A homemade breakfast is included with your stay. Aebelskiver is my spe-
cialty, if you so desire, with other food choices available.

Call Lynn and Trudy Juelsgaard with further questions or to reserve a stay. 
(H) 712-764-8891   (C) 712-249-1790

A greeting from the Danes
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Myrtue Medical Center 
Offers Program to Reduce Falls in Older Adults

Harlan, Iowa – One in four older adults has a fall each year 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and Iowa ranks 15th nationally in fall-related 
deaths for people age 60 and older.  But the good news, 
according to Lori Hoch, Myrtue Medical Center’s Public 
Health Department, is that falls are not a normal part of 
aging and can be prevented.  The Stepping On program, 
offered in Harlan, has been researched and proven to re-
duce falls by 31% and will take place on August 16, 2022 
at Myrtue Medical Center’s Auble Room from 9:30 -11:30 
A.M. 

In just 7 weekly, 2-hour sessions, Stepping On gives par-
ticipants strategies for avoiding falls including balance 
and strength exercises, home safety check suggestions, 
medication review, and more.  Guest experts including a 
physical therapist and pharmacist and others visit over 
the course of the seven sessions providing falls preven-
tion information and strategies for avoiding a fall. The 
workshop is designed specifically for people who age 60 
or older and have fallen and have a fear of falling.  Par-
ticipants can expect to leave with more strength, better 
balance, and a feeling of confidence and independence. 

There will be no cost to participants for fall prevention ses-
sions.  To register for Stepping On, contact Myrtue Medi-
cal Center Department of Public Health at 712.755.4422.

The Blue-Footed  Boobie Line Dance
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